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Cambridge, Mass. 


-The lowest records of temperature, taken at & A.M, and 1 

were 5° at 8 A.M, on the 4t 10° at 8 A.M, on the 9th, and 
14° at 8 A.M, on the 

on the S0th and at 6 P,i 2 26th the mereury also stood 
at 14°. With these exceptions the temperature was never below 
20°. The highest points were 55° on the 19th, 52° on the eérd 
48° on the 22nd, 45° on the 19th and 20th, and 44° on the 16th 

13 days have been clear while rain 

fell on the llth, 12th, 16th, 20th, 25th, 28th and eoth,. Rain 
on seven days in January is very unusual and this Pact, com- 


bined with the light snow fall has kept the ground very open. 


The first snow storm of the winter occurred on Jan.1st 


when about ten inehes of dry fine snow fell. A rapid thaw on 
the 5th spoiled the sleighing and on the Sth the streets were 
bare though snow lay in patdhes in the more sheltered spots. 
The second snow storm was on the lith, about two inches 

ing followed py a heavy rain that took it almost entirely 
away, A little snow fell on the 15th, 14th and 2éth with 
small flurries on the 24th and SLs, PRLS 18 the record of 


the January snow. 


1900, 
January. fF irregular winter visitors from the North we have 
(No,2) wit ; during the present month White-wingead Crossbills 


Be 


OFS (apparently the great flight which 


passed us in November returned early in January), a very few 


fair numbers of Redpolis (all so far as iden- 
a Pine Siskins, and very many Red-bellied 
Nuthatches. Pine Grosbeaks have been reported from the north- 
of Worcester County but none have been seen near Bos- 
December, , 9en no well-marked flight of 
or Snowy Owls, and no Gyrfalcons, Richardson's Owls 
Owls have been taken, while Saw-whet Owls appear to 
have ,been searcer than usual. Cedar Birds have been numerous 
through the month. Large flocks were seen in Cambridge on the 
Sth, Sth, 10th and llth, and Mr.G.M.Allen saw a flock of 180 
at Arlington Heights on the 3lst. Robins have been nearly or 
quite absent, Juncos, Song Sparrows and Tree Sparrows in apout 
their usual numbers, Northern Shrikes exceptionally scarce Cz 
have heard of only one - seen at Fresh Pond by Mr.G.M.Allen 
on the 31st), 
At Dedham on the 6th Dr.A.L.Reagh saw a flock of 20 or 30 
Purple Finches and about an equal number of Myrtle Warblers, 
the latter feeding on bay berries. 


At Ipswich Dr.c.W.Townsend saw immense numbers of Snow 


Cambridge, Mass. 


Buntings (upwards of 500 he thinks) on the 14th and petween 


100 and 200 on the 21st. on both dates he observed about fif- 


ty Horned Larks, and on the 2lst his companion, Dr.Joseph L, 


Goodale saw a fine adult Marsh Hawk skimming over the sana 
dunes, Gulis and Whistlers have frequented the Charles River 
Basin whenever it has been free from ice, but the Whistlers 
fave peen 2 numerous there than usual. Walter Deane saw 
500 and 24 Whistlers there on the 15th, 
The following birds were observed in the garden’ 
house during the month:- 
Seen only on the llth, 18th, 19th, 
25th, 27th and 29th in numbers varying from one to four, 
Only on the blth and 18th did they visit the suet on the 
crab apple tree, They have evidently not been hard 
pressed for food during this mild month, On the e2tith 
with the mereury at 24° one sang the phoebe note, 
arolinensis, One seen and heard on the 18th, 
f. fusca. One seen on the 10th and 18th, and one 
on the 19th and 24th, 
4, Reg s satrapa, One heard on the 10th and seen on the 
18th and 28th. 
is cedrorum, A single bird was seen on the lath and 


18th, On the 19th a flock of 36 appeared in the morning 


Cambridge, Mass 


ana stayed four or five hours. They spent much of the 
time feeding on the fruit of the Parkman's apple tree in 
the middle of the garden and on the High Bush Cranberry 
at the N.E. corner of the Museum, 

cranberry to another, The recipient swallowed iw, 

6. Passer domesticus. Present all through the month, occa— 
sionally attacking the suet in spite of the fact that 
they have been driven away every time they have been seen 
near it. 

7, Spizella monticola, One seen on the 10th, 


8. Corvus americanus. Crows were seen either in the lindens 


or flying over the place on the 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 


19th and 25th. 
9, Cyanocitta cristata. One heard screaming on the 6th, 
10.Dryobates p. medianus, A Male in rich plumage visited the 
llth and Slst, and al- 
most invariably fed on the suet in the crab apple tree. 
A female was seen on the 22nd, 24th, 30th and Sist. She 
did not visit the suet but spent her time vigorously 
hammering on the neighboring trees in search of food. 
Onee she flew into the crab apple tree within three feet 


of the suet but she seemed unconscious of its presence 


peht fully five minutes drilling intc pLlece or. 


Cambridge, Mass, 


19¢0, 


@ January. rotten wood in a fork of the tree. 


(No.5) 11. Colaptes auratus luteus. A male seen on the 13th. 


Cambridge, Mass, 
1900, 

@ February, The month opened clear and cold, the mercury registering 
on the first three days at 8 [, 8 ?”. and 12° respect ive- 

After that the temperature rose and between the 3rd and 

24° was the lowest record taken at & A.M., 1 P.M. and 
at which times readings were taken daily with but few 

highest point reached by the mercury was 58° 

at 1 P.M, on the 13th. There was a warm spell in the middle 
of the month, the t on the sth, 9th, llth, 12th and 


o 


135th not falling below 36°, weather grew colder 


the latier half of the month and at 6.30 A.M. on the 


registered -3 s was the coldest day of the winte 
Clear and cloudy days with rain have alternated with each 
other. Ten days were clear while rain fell on seven days. 
were a few light snow flurries during the month put on 
17th and 18th occurred the second snow storm of any size 
the entire winter, about 10 inehes of fine dry snow 
covering the ground, Owing to the rain of the 22d, 23d and 


Dp 


e4th, however, in one week the snow had entirely disappeared, 


The month closed with cloudy weather, the mereury standing at 


7° in the early morning at 7.30. 


Cambridge, Mass. 
1900, 
February. White-winged Crossbills, wh eccurrence within our 
CMe Be) vicinity in sueh remarkable numbers was noted in the record 
for January, have still been reported in every direction, 
Not only have they been observed in our immediate neighborhood 
but Mr.A.C.Bent stated on the 19th that he had seen them al- 
most daily in Taunton up to that time, and iir.G.c.Shai 
found them at Albany Intervale, New Hampshire,between the 14th 
and 19th. Red Crossbills have been reported from Newton Lower 
Weston, each time in company with White-wings, Pine 
have been seen in Concord and Bedford in small num- 
Mr .R.H,Howe saw a flock of 40 in Groton on the 
Cedar Birds are @ertainly holding their own for 
the 17th Mr,George C.Deane saw at Arlington Heights in the 
space of 15 minutes 505 flying over the road in flocks vary- 


ing from 4 to 15. Redpolls were seen in Brookline and Win- 


chester on the 24th. Bluebirds have appeared, one having been 


seen in Cor Giro ne 4%! an early record for that place, 
in the Parkway on the 16th, Canada Nuthatches were 
Beimont on the 10th by Mr.0.A. Lothrop. A flock of 25 
seen in Waltham by Mr.Lothrop on the 10th, was evi- 

dently an arrival from the South, Fresh Pond was open on the 

16th and from 30 to 40 Black DuckKs were seen there by George 


C.Deane. On the 4th I saw a Kingfisher by Charles River near 


Cambridge, Mass. 
1900, 
&3 February. the Cambridge - Watertown line. 

Walter Deane visited Norton's Woods on the Srd to see a 
Barred Owl that had been spending some weeks there. It was 
in the late af on and the bird was sitting in one of the 
pines some 25 or 30 feet above the grounc, Its dusky coloring 
amid the dense foliage of the tree rendered it very incon- 
spicuous. As dusk approached it noiselessly sailed away a 
few hundred feet, alighting on a dead branch whence it soon 

course from tree to tree. Dr.Walter Faxon who 
was with hin picked up a pellet from under the tree where the 
Owl had been spending the day and he found on examination that 
it contained the skull of an English Sparrow, This species 
has doubtless been its principal food during its stay'here, 

But six species of birds, exclusive of the 
English Sparrow, visited the garden during the month 
visits of all these were infrequent, 
male Downy Woodpecker, He remained faithful to the lump of 

in the crab apple tree, Following is the list:- 

Regulus satrapa. Two seen on the 4th, 


contrast 


atricapillus, In strong with February of last year 


=. 


a single bird was observed in the garden on the Ist, 
1 


and 10th. One sang the phoebe note on the Ist with 


mereury between 8° and 17°, 


Cambridge, Mass, 


1900, 


February. Passer domesticus. Present daily. 


Ss 


(No.4) (, Corvus americanus. Crows either lit in the lindens or flew 


over the place on Srd, 8th, llth, 16,and 20th. 


Dryobates On 17 days the male Downy was seen, 


The female was seen 


hunting for grubs as 


only on the 6th and 19th. 


in January without touching the suet, 


Two Males fed on the Parkman's 


4th, 


7, Megascops asio one at &.30 P.M, fly- 


ing from the Catalpa to at the North-West end 


of the house, 


Cambridge, Mass, 


March has kept up its reputation as a chilly, disagreea- 
month, The temperature has been quite even, averaging 24° 
s lowest point, and 45° at its highest. 6° on the 12th 
was the lowest record, i 58° on the 19th the highest. 
Cloudy and c , ve followed each other through the 
month, and few days have been free from wind, the pre- 
vailing direction being West and North-West. ¥ fell only 
15th and 26th with a slight flurry on the 
small amount, never exceeding 2 inches, rapialy 
disappeared, 
Yellow crocuses and snowdrops appeared on the Sth in the 


ped in front of the Museum, and on the 10th a few squills were 


in bloom. ‘The flowers came up rapidly after this, and the 


fe 


ped was well filled with crocuses of various colors, pure 
the deep blue squills, toward the end 


Ly epee se Ue 
the month, 


1900, 
Maren , 


(No.2) 


Cambridge, Mass, 


Birds have been reported in large numbers this month both 


from Cambridge and the vicinity. Mr.H.B.Bigelow saw 50 Red- 


bridge on the Sth. A Bluebird was observed at Fresh Pond on 
the 9th and two were seen in Sudbury on the 10th. 
noted in Longwood and one was heard in Waverly on the 10th, 
The Song $8] are here now in great numbers. 13 were seen 
at Frésh Pond on the 19th by Mr.G.M.Allen, and Walter Deane 
saw and heard them singing continuously on 
large extent of Fresh Pond swamps. 
a Northern Shrike singing in a clump of iow 
have peen reportea this winter. 
Robins have begun to appear in our Pardens, One’ was seen in 
Hubbard Park on the 27th and Mr.H.B.Bigelow saw them in Co- 
Grackles 

onzed,were observed in npridge on 
the 25th, 27t nd SO0th, and Rusty Grackles were noted at 
Fresh Pond on the 19th, Red-winged Blackbirds were seen in 
Waverly on the 10th by Mr,0O.A.Lothrop, Canada Nuthatches were 


n the 30th, one being seen on Reservoir Street. 


e 25th Walter Deane saw by Fresh Pond an American Rough- 


wed clearly a white rump, 


Black Ducks have doubtless been in Fresh Pond cont inuously 


Cambridge, Mass, 


through the month for they have been reported as follows:- 


€ 


50 on the Srd py W.Deane, 31 on the Oth by W.Deane, cS on 
19th by G.M.Allen, and 124 on the 25th by W.Deane. 


n Walter Deane saw a 


on November and December 
White-winged Crossbillis have 
the flight 
the available records for this 
from farther Localities, is 


the Red Crossbi 


Flarm 
Flocks of 2 and 30, Barrett, Concord, W.Brewster. 
A 


Heard once, Concord, 


, Arlington Heights, G.M,Allen, 
Seen at, Scarboro, N.Y. by Abbott H,Thayer. 
Two flocks seen, Concord, W. Brewster, 
heard, 


Flock of 5 in Norway Spruce, Wellesley, " 


Cambridge, Mass, 
Loxia leucoptera (continued ). 
nd Grove, Walter Faxon, 
G.M.Allen. 
50. Feeding in-hemlocks and Norway Spruces, 
West Roxbury, 
call heard near Payson 


5 eresh Pond 


Cambridge, 
the Garden, 
W.Deane, 
G.C. Deane, 
Lit ec@en 2h Brookline, RH, Howe... 


e2e,-Jan.2. Very abundant, Albany Intervale, N,H, 


Very rel vor iy dy er h. sLerpras fd hw neers Sr eK WA. o few G. oH ts Shattuck. 
Pay bys Anintemas Vo Russ WAT Sheen, C.£, Bates, 


30. 50 to 100, majority ad. males, West Roxbury, 
A.L,Reagh, 


. 12 to 14, Observatory Grounds, Cambridge, 
G.M.,Allen, 


Ten shot at Milton by John McKenzie, 
4. One in dooryard, Campridge, C.F Batchelder. 


1, Flock of six, Craigie St., Cambridge, W.sBrewster, 
Common at Ipswich, flying over sand dunes, 
CW, Townsend, 
24. ,Flock of 7 or 8, Concord, female against» the house’. 
Miss Marion B Keyes. 


Cambridge, Mass, 


Lleucoptera (continued 
daily at Taunton, A.C.Bent. 


Eleven shot at Milton (skinned py M.A.Prazar) by 
John MeKenzie., 


Eight males and eighteen females seen in Fresh Pond 
Grove, W,Deane., 


A tlAale and a female seen in Norton's Woods, 
BA. Purdie. 


Four, Arlington Heights, G.M.Allen, 


Two, Oxford -& Cambridge, G.M.,Allen, 
Large flock ing over, calling, Botanic Gardens, 
Cambridge, 

One or two at Newton Lower Falls. feeding on the 


ground in chicken yard, with five L.c.minor, 
H.A.Purdie, 


One female killed against the s@, Milton, 


imal.e 

These three Milton records reported by 
Dr nneady who sent the birds to me in the flesh. 
He id ¢ the species had been abundant in Milton 
during’ the month. 


9, Comparatively few, Albany Intervale, N.H., 
G.C Shattuck. 


WA iNeke.\) OSG: eae during the month, Taunton, A.cC.Bent. 


6 20. 82 Our Perm, Gbiay . We frre 
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1900, 
Mareh, Loxia leucoptera (concluded 
Large fiock by her house, Concord, and a flock of 


$0 or more vel : ons, Concend, 
M.B.Keyes 


females with four male Rea pneu: ae 
I .Greenoug 
One, Cambridge 
Ten seen in Brookline, 


Five or six seen in Weston R.H.Howe . 
Very numerous about Winchen 1a0 n,Mass, 
+ 7 
26 a&pPr rly part of month, Bailey. 
AK LA paral Cyaure, 
F c minor. Ak Ae (A eer Ee A a Aan 


15 flying over the Garden, W.Brewster, 


Arlington Heights, G.M. Allen, 


One in his backyard, Marlboro St., Boston, 
Fra by} 


A,P.Chadpourn 


Observed in Taunton, A.C. Bent. 


One’... Caltibridge., G.M.Allen 


Cambridge, Mass, 


e¢.minor( concluded ), 
Observed in Taunton, 


Two or three smali flocks about Providence, 
H.S,Hathaway. 


females in chieken yard with 


one or two J yptera, Newton Lower & 


One, Mt .Auburn, 


"Flock of eight in mountain ash by my window" 
Concord, Miss Grace Keyes, 


Ten or twelve, two males among them, 
Bedford common, Bedford, C.W.Jdenks,. 
yas Seven or eight on Norway spruces, W.Medford, 
HA. Purdie, 
Pinicols ©, canader 


1899 


One heard many times at Barrett Farm, Concord, 


bbs D - 4. 
W, Brewster, 


Flock or five, ali with: plumage ofvtemale, Cohassety, 

- Jan.2. Common, Albany IntervalejN .1H.B.Bigelow, 
G.¢c.Shattuck, Bove 
i ee 


Groton, R.H, Howe. 


few, Albany Intervale, N.H., G.¢.Shattuck, 


Wayland, C.J.Paine, 


Cambridge, Mass. 


the following birds were observed in the garden or about 
house during the month:- 
Merula isigratoria. One seen on the 27th. 
Parus atricanillus., } gen On. the 21st , th, 2yth, sooth 


and 3lst. The suet has had almost no attraction for the 


Chickadees the past winter, while their occurrence in the 
3 


garden has been quite rare as compared with last year. 
is readily accounted for by the exceptionally mild 

winter, making food easily obtainable, while possibly 

they have been enticed away by suet or meat bones hung 


out in the neighborhood by other sird lovers. 


3. Ampelis cedrorum, 0n the 2nd and Srd a flock of 15 visit- 


the garden and sreedi on the Parkman's apples 
and the High Bush nbe ies On the 6th a flock of 12 
flew overhead, and on the 22nd another flock of 15 passed 
over, 

S birds appeared in the ‘crab apple 
tree oh the On the 2lst and 22nd there was a male 
singing in the garden, He was in the dark plumage. 

Passer domesticus Present throughout the month, especial- 
ly about the Museum where they have located themselves 
in the vines that grow on the walls. 


fon) 


Melospiza fasciata. one seen on the 26th. 


Cambridge, Mass, 


Passerella iliaca, Two on the 23rd, scratching in the 
One was also seen on the 25th and 26th, 
One on the 24th, 
Corvus americanus. On 23 days Crows have been on the place 
always either in the trees or flying over. On the s3drda 
a flock of 8 passed high overhead towards the North-East, 
They were evidently migrating, 
10, Cyanocitta cristata. 3 were seen together in the lilacs 
on the 25th, and one was screaming on the 


ll, Dryobates p. medianus. The pair of Downy Woodpeckers have 


been constantly present through the month and they have 


probably been in the garden every day. The male was 


noted on 21 days when as usual he fed on the suet. The 
female was seen on 19 days. She found her way at last 

to the suet in the early part of the month: and visitec 

it as regularly as the male, The lump of suet was about 
2 by 4 by 6 inches in size and is covered wi a, pLeESce 
of wire netting to keep the Gray Squirrels from taking 

it off. The Grays have taken a little and the Chickadees 
a few small morsels, but the main work been done by 


the male Downy through the winter, and the female Downy 


in Mareh, 


2. Colaptes auratus 
bi abi ORS 


shouting 


Cambridge, Mass, 


A male was s 


apple trees on the 8th, the male 


e spring call. One was heard shouting also 


on the 13th, 


mithsonianu 
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THE CLERK OF THE Woops 


By the last week of May the grand pro- 
cession of migratory birds (and a wonder- 
ful, imagination-stirring procession it is, if 


| one stops to consider it) has mostly gone 


by; but even then every day may be trust- 
ed to furnish some agreeable excitement to 

a man who keeps his eyes open: This year, 
for’example, I returned from New Hamp- 

shire on the 25th, and woke the next morn- 

ing to find Canadian warblers singing un- 

der my windows. They had been numer- 

ous among the mountains for several days 

before I came away, but here was another 
detachment of the host still making the} 
journey. 

I went out as soon as possible to see | 
them, but was barely on the piazza. before 
the brief, cool song of a mourning warbler, 
out of a clump of gray birches opposite the | 
steps, made me oblivious to everything be- 
side. This was a voice I had listened for in 
vain in New Hampshire, where I had 
rather confidently counted upon hearing it. 
After allowing the bird to repeat the strain 
a few times (with experience one grows 
thrifty In such matters) I stole forward, 
hoping to see him, for on all accounts he is 
well worth looking at; and I did see him, 
but only in flight. Before I had settled upon 
his exact whereabouts he took wing, and 
though I hastened in pursuit I falleq to | 
find him, 

Perhaps I should have found him, for he 
was not likely to go far, but just then, 
from a bit of roadside thicket which I have 
‘before mentioned as a birdy spot, a water 
thrush announced himself, and I turned my 
steps in that direction. Here were not only 
the water thrush, sleek and shiny as ever, 
and two or three Canadians, but a second 
mourning warbler. »This one, fortunately, | 
I approached without startling, and ex- 
amined him at my pleasure, Crape was as 
becoming to him, I thought, as it ever was 
to a young widow; and then I pleased my- 
self by remembering that two mourning 
warblers in one day were twice as many as 
I had ever seen before in Massachusetts, 
even in the course of a whole migration. 
The species is really pretty rare with us In 
spring, and is neyer seen in autumn,—at all 
events I haye never seen it at that season. 
With its congenor, the Connecticut ‘war- 
bler, these conditionsare curiously reversed. 
I almost always see a few specimens in 
the fall, but have never mst with one in 
the spring. If I had been left to draw my 
own conelusions, I fear I should have as- 
Sumed that the birds—which closely re- 
semble each other—were all of one spectes, 
such differences as there were being 
chargeable to difference of season. 

. Before night it appeared that oltvye- 
‘packed thrushes, also, were still passing. 
One sang to me, and showed himself, on 
my way home from the railway station at 
noon, And he sang quite as well as his 
mates had been doing in New Hampshire. 
/'The hermit’s music is better, no doubt; but 
what a loss it would be if Instead of two 
species we had only one; if all the olive- 
| backs were converted into hermits. Variety 
“with @ measure of inferiority is better 
thin monotonous perfection. Canadian 
warblers were more abundant, I théught, 
than I had ever seen them before,' except, 
perhaps, at Highlands, North Carolina, 
where miles on miles of rhododendron and 
laurel thickets along all the mountain 
ae make a covert exactly a9 their 
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The next day the story was the same: | 
Canada warblers all abou't me, olive-backed 


‘thrushes whistling and singing, a Wilson's 


blackcap putting himself out of breath, as 
usual, and a singh: mourning warbler feed- 
ing in a low, swampy tangle down into 
which I looked from the highway—one of 
the two birds of tthe day before, for anght 
I could tell. The same or another, I was 
glad enough to see him. Before this, how- ; 
ever, I had passed three mourning doves, 
birds that I had never happened to see | 
before in this township. Two hours later 
they were still in the same grove, and 
there I heard one of them cooing softly in 
the afternoon. It was Sunday, and I re- 
membered the scripture text, ““The voice 
of the turtle is heard in the land.” I 
should love to hear it oftener. The place 
was not one for doves to summer in, how- | 
ever, and I haye seen nothing of them | 
since. 
— 

Tuesday, the 29th, I pald a forenoon 
visit to Wayland. After the mountains I 
wished to see those broad river meadows, 
And gloriously beautiful they were, the 
sunshine streaming into them, and the 
bobolinks rising out of them on rapid-beat- 
ing wings, to express at once their own 
felicity and mine. They could not sing 
fast enough nor long enough. After every 
pause they must begin again. Few birds’ 
are so carried away with lyrical ecstasy, 
Kingbirds are little behind them, perhaps; 
but the kingbird has no singing yoice, and 
ean utter his madness only in formless 
twitters and crazy aerial antics. 

As I crossed the river, walking between 
rows of freshly green willows. I found 
Canada warblers, Northern water thrushes 
and whispering blackpolls still keeping me / 
company. 
tall reeds, close by the water's edge, cama) 
the brief, lively gurgle of long-billed marsh’ 
wrens; and once in a while the birds threw 
themselves a few feet into the air, sang 
their little tune all in a breath, and dropped 
again out of sight. It is a pretty home 
they live in. They ought to be happy, 
Their nelghbors, the short-bills, seemed 
not to have come. I stopped in the old 
places to listen for them, putting my hands 


| behind my ears, but could hear nothing. 


Many cliff swallows were gathering clay 
for their nests, holding thelr wings upright 
over their backs with a tremulous, shiver- 
ing motion, to keep them out of the mud— 
one of the prettiest sights imaginable, 
Kingbirds were chasing crows across the 
meadows—half for the fun of it, I guessed— 
euckoos of both kinds were most uncom- 
monly numerous, and alder flycatchers— 


Worthern birds which I too seldom see in — 
this latitude—were calling quay-queer in | 


several places. (They arrived—or began 
to call—at Moosilauke on the 24th.) 

The weather was of the finest, and the 
grass of the greenest. There had been a 
severe frost the night before, but, as a 
farmer said when I asked him about it, it 
had probably done no great damage, be- 
cause there had been so many frosts of 
Jate that there was nothing left for this 
one to kill. The face of nature had not 
been scarred, at all events. It was never _ 
more radiant. Thoreau. himself, when he 
used to pull his boat up this riyer, never 
saw the world about him more beautiful, 


I wonder whether he sometimes left his | 


boat against the bank, and walked up and 
down the village street; and, if he did, 


| old-fashioned flower, a calceolaria. 


From a luxuriant growth of! | 
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whethér he used to notice, as I always do, ” 
a certain bright window garden in one of 
the older houses. I dare say house and 
garden were both there in his time. Yes- 
terday the lady was tending the plants as 4 
I went by, and I took only such a glance ; as 
& man taay take without rudeness; but ir 


that one look I saw a thing that pleased 


me—a very handsome specimen of a very 
“Car- 
pet-bag flower,’ I used to hear it called in 
the old days. It was much esteemed then, 
but seems to have gone largely ont of 
vogue of recent years. Strange how fash- 
ion alters about plants as about Pyar pHing: } 
else. 

This Wayland specimén carried me back 
to another window garden, which I used to , 
enjoy from the inside, and felt proud to 
see passers-by stopping to admire.” Iv I 
seemed to do something very like that yes- 
terday, the good lady pardoned me, I am 
sure; and if by any chance she should read 


|| this paragraph, I trust her to take it. kind- 


ly. ¥t is a wise provision of Providence 
that house plants must be set in the win- 
dow for the sake of the sun, and being 
there, they are of necessity visible to all 
who are wise enough to look up as their 
pass, 

The horse-chestnut trees are just now 
celebrating their annual fiesta, such as it 
is, with all their candles lighted. Pretty 
stiff, some people call them, a little dis- 


dainfully; but for my own part T still say, 
let us be thankful for variety, The elm 
may be more graceful than the horse-) 
chestnut, but I vote for both. 
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